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Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Volunteer Department 

Volunteer Opportunity Description:  Spotlight Series Event 

Assistance (Various Dates – 2014) 
 

Description/Purpose 

Spotlight Series are stewardship event s for our friends who contribute annually to support, 

preserve and protect the Arboretum. Volunteers are welcome to stay for presentations. 

 

Responsibilities/Tasks 

 Assist with room arrangement – setting up chairs, putting out flyers, etc 

 Check in guests as they arrive 

 

Required Skills 

Friendly, personable, outgoing, and willing to help make all guests feel welcome!  

 

Time Commitment and Schedule Details: 

Wednesday, March 19* 6:30pm-9pm *Program begins at 7pm 

Tuesday, April 22 *1:30pm-4pm * Program begins at 2pm 

Wednesday, May 21* 9:30am-12pm* Program begins at 10am 

Thursday, June 12 *1:30pm-4pm* Program begins at 2pm 

 

Presentations: 

“Growing Through the Narrow Spots” Ruth Bachman presentation and book-

signing  

Wednesday, March 19, 2014; 7 pm  

Back by popular demand, Ruth shares an inspiring message about the one constant in life 

– change.  Her mission is to bring hope about inevitable changes that occur in life, 

recognizing the powerful potential for transformation by embracing “what is.”  Out of a 

deep sense of gratitude, Ruth is donating tonight’s speaking fees and proceeds from the 

sale of her book to support The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.   

Join us in the Fireplace Room for Ruth’s presentation; a book signing will follow.  

 

“Helping Bees”   Presented by Rebecca Masterman, Bee Squad Coordinator, and 

Sandy Tanck, Manager of Interpretation at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

Tuesday, April 22, 2014; 2pm   

We depend on bees to pollinate one of every three bites of food that we eat. Learn about 

the issues that face bees in the US today and how you can help the UMN Bee Squad help 

the bees.  

Also  learn about the latest update on the new Arboretum Bee & Pollination Center in an 

insider's update on the planning underway to build a new educational facility about 

honeybees, native bees and other pollinators at the Arboretum.   

 

“Conserving Minnesota’s Butterflies” Presented by Dr. Erik Runquist 

Wednesday, May 21, 2014; 10am  

Butterflies are powerful indicators of ecosystem health, but many, including monarchs 

and most of Minnesota’s prairie butterflies, are increasingly imperiled.  Dr. Runquist will 

discuss steps everyone can take to help to preserve these beautiful creatures!  
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Erik is the Butterfly Conservation Biologist at the Minnesota Zoo and manages the 

Prairie Butterfly Conservation Program.  Enjoy “Butterflies: Beauty in Flight,” a living 

butterfly exhibit at the Arboretum’s Meyer-Deats Conservatory. 

An optional walking tour to the Spring Peeper Meadow will follow Dr. Runquist’s talk. 

 

Susan Thurston Hamerski presents “A Gift of Vision: The Harrison Sculpture 

Garden” 

Thursday, June 12, 2014; 2pm 

Be amazed by the Arboretum world-class collection of outdoor sculpture.  Learn about 

the noteworthy artists and this stunning collection now installed at High Point. 

Susan’s entertaining and informative tour will help you see sculpture and landscape in a 

whole new way. 

Presentation to begin in the Snyder Auditorium and tour of High Point Hill will follow. 

Work Environment:  

x Indoors x Lifting 

x Outdoors  Working individually 

x Sitting  Working with children 

x Standing x Working as part of a team 

    

 

How to Apply for this Opportunity 

If you are currently an Arboretum Volunteer and would like to apply for this opportunity, please 

contact the supervisor listed below. Please indicate which spotlight event(s) (listed above) you 

would like to volunteer for when calling or emailing.  

 

Staff Supervisor & Contact Information 

Wendy Composto, Corporate and Donor Relations Coordinator 

Comp0002@umn.edu or 612-625-0856 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To become an Arboretum Volunteer, you first need to attend a New Volunteer Orientation.  To 

get started please call the volunteer office at 952-443-1461 or visit our website at 

http://www.arboretum.umn.edu  and click on “Support Us.”  
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